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Digital curricula give teachers 
tools to build thinking and 
academic success skills in a 
collaborative environment.



» Solution
Their first step toward digital implementation was to partner with 
iSchool, a non-profit organization which helps schools integrate 
mobile technology. Through a lease partnership every classroom 
was equipped with wireless networks, projection screens, and 
surround sound systems. Also every student received an iPad. 
Utilizing a one-to-one learning model, administrators looked for 
open source learning resources that would engage students on an 
individual level. “We learned a lot the first year, about technology 
and how to integrate it, about platforms and how to use those to 
deliver content. We decided the second year that we would look 
into curricula that met kids’ needs more fully,” said Vice Principal 
Tammy Thorn.

She continued, “After I read about it, I applied to be one of 16 
schools participating in a two-year pilot research study for Pearson’s 
Forward curriculum.” Forward is a digital curriculum framework 
developed to build thinking and academic success skills in students 
from Kindergarten through 5th grade. The first year of the pilot 
was during the 2013-2014 school year and included not only access 
to digital curriculum, but also training for teachers regarding how 
to use Forward in the classroom as well as how it is aligned to the 
Common Core State Standards.

“We gave an initial three-day training on using Forward. After that, 
I talked with the administrator, grade-level teams, and teachers to 
learn where they had questions. So for the rest of the year training 
was built around their individual needs,” explained Carrie Foster, a 
Pearson educational consultant. Several days each month, Carrie 
visited Legacy Academy and worked with the teachers in their 
classrooms. She continues, “One of the biggest areas teachers were 
interested in understanding was how to teach using Common Core 
aligned curricula. They have had the Colorado state standards, but 
now they have Common Core too. So we looked at the standards 
and charted progress through grade levels to meet them.”

By establishing the practice of peer reviews within the classroom, 
teachers have begun to form communities to support and learn 
from one another. This sharing of knowledge emulates how 
students learn with Forward and other educational practices at 
Legacy Academy. “Students are very excited and I think it is because 
the curricula allow them to take ownership for their learning. 
Teachers confer with students in large or small groups, and then 
let them collaborate, share ideas, and project plan. They hold each 
other accountable, the same way we do in real life.  So, I think that 
when you can create what’s coming in real life in an elementary 
school, that’s pretty amazing,” said Thorn.

» Legacy Academy   
 Overview

Legacy Academy turned around from the brink of closing to build 
a technology integrated K-8 public charter school. Using a one-to-
one learning model, each student was given an iPad to interact with 
digital curricula and collaborate with fellow students, helping them 
build critical thinking and academic success skills. Teachers guided 
students in their learning objectives, but gave students the freedom 
to also discover information on their own. The school has been so 
successful that there is now a waiting list to attend the school. 

» Challenge
Established in 1997, Legacy Academy in Elizabeth, Colorado set 
out to offer residents an alternative to traditional public school 
by creating a public charter school. At first the school grew and 
thrived, but by 2011 so many students had left that administrators 
and the board of directors were planning to close the school 
within the year. However, once they identified the key problem, 
which was an outdated and unengaging curriculum, they decided to 
change their mission and offer something completely different than 
the other public schools. Their mission was revamped to provide 
students with collaborative and hands-on learning opportunities 
in all academic areas through the use of technology. With this new 
mission, the challenges they faced were to implement hardware, 
wireless networks, and find a suitable digital curriculum. 

City/State:
Elizabeth, Colorado

School Type:
Public Charter

District Enrollment:
2,700 students 

School Enrollment:
434 students

Grades:
K-8

Ethnicity:
88% Caucasian
8% Hispanic
3% Multi-racial
1% Asian/Pacific Islander

School Profile
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FIGURE 1: 
Comparison of  students who reached NWEA 
growth goals for reading between 2012-13 and 
2013-14 academic years (Grades 3-5).

“I have taught for a lot of  years. In 
all of  the years I have taught, I have 
never seen my students thinking for 
themselves like they are thinking this 
year in the first nine weeks of  school.”

 – Jill Grassnick
5th Grade Teacher

“Students are very excited and I think it 
is because the curriculum allows them 
to take ownership for their learning.”

 – Tammy Thorn
Vice Principal
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To learn more about Legacy Academy, view an overview video at,

http://vimeo.com/101027669.
To learn more about the K-5 digital curricula Forward, please visit

PearsonSchool.com/forward.

FIGURE 2: 
Comparison of students who reached NWEA 
growth goals for math between 2012-13 and 
2013-14 academic years (Grades 3-5).

» Results
Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) assessment results show 
an increase in the number of students reaching their growth goals by 
the end of the school year since the new curriculum was introduced. 
NWEA takes into account past performance of students, the scores 
of their peers, and projects how much progress each student should 
be able to achieve by the end of the year. The number of students 
who reached their growth goals increased from the prior school 
year in math and reading. For example, the percentage increase of 
3rd grade students who reached their reading growth goal is 85% 
for the 2013-14 academic year. The percentage increase of 4th grade 
students who reached their reading growth goal is 33% (see Figure 1). 
In math, the percentage increase for 3rd grade students who reached 
their growth goal in math is 23%. The percentage increase for 4th 
grade students who reached their growth goal is 40% (see Figure 2). 

“The number of students reaching their growth goal is great, but 
I think there are all sorts of non-statistical ways that you measure 
success too. I think kids that talked to me about a book they read in 
5th grade and being excited about it, that’s success. I think kids that 
go out on their own and do things and build things at night, that’s 
success. I also think teachers who get really excited over curriculum, 
that’s success too. There’s something about loving something, 
implementing it, and being excited about what the next year is going 
to bring. I saw all of these things last year,” said Thorn. 

The first year of the pilot teachers refined their ability to utilize 
technology, and learned how to handle the new curricula to motivate 
their students to discover information and work collaboratively. 
Thorn continues, “For the next year, our professional development 
with Pearson will continue, and we want to elevate the level of rigor 
in the classrooms. We have asked teachers to research what rigor 
looks like with math and literacy. We really need them to deliver 
rigorous content in every small group, no matter if the students are 
English language learners or gifted. We want them to focus on how 
to utilize lessons and work that will help students excel at their grade 
level. We want to integrate more project-based learning so that the 
kids really understand the ‘why’ of what they are doing.”

“Teachers can see how to differentiate 
their instruction. They’re not spending 
their nights and weekends trying to find 
tools to help them do the things that 
they need to do because they’re all 
inside of  Forward.”

 – Tammy Thorn
Vice Principal
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