
Today, much of the world is worried about 
terrorism. Terrorism is the use of violence and fear 
to achieve political goals. Terrorists, the people who 
use terrorism, come from all over the world. 

September 11, 2001
In 1993, terrorists set off a bomb in the garage 

under one of the Twin Towers of the World Trade 
Center in New York City. The bomb killed 6 people 
and injured about 1,000 more. 

On September 11, 2001, terrorists hijacked, or 
took over, four airplanes. They crashed two of the 
airplanes into the Twin Towers of the World Trade 
Center. These buildings, which were the tallest in New 
York, were flooded with burning jet fuel and were 
completely destroyed. 

The terrorists crashed a third airplane into the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C. The Pentagon is the 
headquarters of the United States military. 

The fourth airplane crashed in a Pennsylvania 
field. Having learned what the terrorists were 
planning, the passengers tried to take control of the 
plane away from the terrorists. If they had not done 
so, the terrorists might have crashed the airplane into 
another important building in Washington, D.C.

Airports have very strict rules about what you cannot 
carry onto airplanes.

Threats to 
Peace and 
Prosperity

Lesson 2

1. The Twin Towers were among 
the tallest buildings in the world. 
Write why terrorists might have 
chosen them as a target.

Possible answer: 
They were a symbol 
of U.S. power.
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In recent times, why have airlines become more careful 
about what people carry onto planes?

I will know that, in the 
early 2000s, the United States 
faced terrorist attacks and 
fought in several wars.

Vocabulary

UN
LOCK

terrorism
weapons 
of mass 
destruction

civilian

More than 3,000 people were killed in the September 11 
attacks. The victims included the 264 passengers on board 
the four airplanes, more than 2,800 people at the World 
Trade Center in New York, and 120 at the Pentagon. 
Firefighters, police officers, and rescue workers were 
among those killed as they worked to save others who 
were trapped in the buildings.

The people who committed these attacks were part 
of al Qaeda (al KYE dah), a Muslim terrorist group. The 
group’s leader was Osama bin Laden, from Saudi Arabia. 
Bin Laden and the members of al Qaeda strongly oppose 
American influence in Islamic lands.

Americans Respond
Immediately after the attacks, people from all over the 

country lined up to donate blood for injured victims and 
rescue workers. Students were among those who donated 
food, clothing, and money to help the victims’ families. 

The attacks also led the United States to place a 
greater emphasis on the security of the nation. The 
Department of Homeland Security was created. 
This department’s job is to protect the country from 
terrorism and to prepare for natural disasters. Airports 
and other public buildings also created new policies to 
keep people safer.

People all over the nation gathered items 
to help after the September 11 attacks.

2. List some ways that people 
can help after a disaster.

Possible answer:  People fear 
terrorists and hijacking. Sharp 
objects could be used to harm 
people, and bottles or spray cans 
might contain dangerous chemicals.

raise money, give 
blood, send food or 
clothing to victims 
and their families
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War in Iraq
Soon after the September 11 attacks, President George 

W. Bush announced that the United States would fight a 
“War on Terror.” This meant that the nation would use its 
military to find and capture terrorists around the world.

Al Qaeda had been based in the Central Asian country 
of Afghanistan. A group called the Taliban controlled 
Afghanistan’s government. They refused to help find 
Osama bin Laden. They also denied many Afghanis their 
basic human rights.

In October 2001, U.S. troops invaded Afghanistan.  
After only a few months, the Taliban government 
surrendered and gave up power. Some terrorists were 
captured, but bin Laden escaped. 

President Bush then turned to Iraq. The treaty that had 
ended the war in Iraq in 1991 called for that country to 
destroy all its weapons of mass destruction. Weapons of 
mass destruction, or WMDs, can kill large numbers of 
people. They include nuclear weapons and weapons that 
spread poison or disease over large areas. 

3. Circle the names of 
two nations on this 
page that experienced 
conflict after 9/11. 
Then circle the names 
of those countries on 
the map.
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Saddam Hussein still ruled Iraq. He had agreed 
to inspections by the United Nations to see that any 
WMDs he had were destroyed. But by the early 2000s, 
Hussein no longer allowed U.N. inspectors into Iraq.

This action raised suspicion that Iraq still had 
WMDs. News reports showed that Saddam Hussein was 
murdering people in his country, too. President Bush 
and Condoleezza Rice, the National Security Advisor, 
had also said there were reports that there might be 
ties between Iraq’s government and al Qaeda. This led 
the U.S. government to support an invasion of Iraq to 
remove Hussein from power. 

In March 2003, United States troops, as well as 
troops from 30 other nations, went to war in Iraq. It took 
only a few months to defeat the Iraqi army. Saddam Hussein 
was arrested in December 2003 and later executed. A new 
government was democratically elected in 2005. But rebels 
continued to fight, and United States troops remained in Iraq.

In 2007, the United States sent a surge, or sudden increase, 
of troops into Iraq, which weakened the rebels. In 2009, 
President Barack Obama began to withdraw troops from Iraq.

The Iraq War was controversial. Many nations agreed that 
Saddam Hussein was dangerous. But some opposed fighting a 
war to remove him. After the war began, people learned that 
Iraq did not have WMDs. Also, Hussein was not connected to 
al Qaeda. The war in Iraq remains a controversy today.

4.	 American soldiers help Iraqis pull down a statue of Saddam 
Hussein. Describe	what this action might have represented.

In 2005, Condoleezza Rice 
became the first African 
American woman to be 
named U.S. Secretary of State.

Possible	answer:	
It represented 
removing Hussein 
and his effect on 
Iraqis’ lives.
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Afghanistan and Other Challenges
After defeating the Taliban in 2001, the U.S. military stayed 

in Afghanistan to help establish a new government. While the 
Taliban were in power, they had denied many human rights, 
especially those of women. The new government promised the 
citizens of Afghanistan more rights. Today, however, Afghani 
women still do not have the same rights as Afghani men.

Meanwhile, many of the Taliban fled from Afghanistan to 
the neighboring country of Pakistan. There, the Taliban began 
to regain strength. Its members attacked American soldiers 
and Afghan civilians. Civilians are people who are not in the 
military. 

To stop the Taliban, President Barack Obama called for 
another military surge. He sent more soldiers to Afghanistan, 
beginning in 2009. The United States also attacked areas of 
Pakistan where they believed Taliban members were based. 

As American forces fought the Taliban, the hunt continued 
for the al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, who had planned 
the September 11 attacks on the United States. After years of 
investigation, the U.S. government discovered bin Laden’s hiding 
place. In May, 2011, American forces raided a house in Pakistan 
and killed bin Laden. According to reports, the raid also 
uncovered evidence that bin Laden was planning more  
attacks on the United States. 

Afghani women march in 
protest against a new law 
that would further deny their 
human rights.
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6.	 	 Generalize  Why did the United States invade Afghanistan?

7.	 .	  You are advising the president on choices about airport security. 
What will you say about balancing the need for security checks  
against passengers’ convenience?

Stop!	I need help with  

Wait!	I have a question about  

Go!	Now I know  

Story Ideasmy

As the 2000s continued, the United States faced other 
dangers. Many people believed that North Korea and Iran were 
developing nuclear weapons. The United States also feared that 
terrorist groups or individuals might build dangerous chemical 
weapons in other parts of the world. In the days of the Cold 
War, Americans had worried about a single powerful enemy, the 
Soviet Union. In the new century, Americans were now alert to 
dangers from many different sources.

5.	 	 Generalize  Write a generalization based on the 
sentences in the table below.

North Korea conducted a 
test of nuclear weapons  
in 2006.

Americans feared that  
Iran was developing 
nuclear weapons.

People feared additional 
terrorist attacks after those 
of September 11, 2001.

	 Discuss	content	students	need	help	with.

								 Pause	to	answer	students’	questions.

Help	students	self-assess	their	learning.

Possible	answer:  People will understand that they 
might have to give up some conveniences for the sake 
of their safety.

to find al Qaeda and remove the Taliban

In the early 2000s, there were many 
different sources of danger.

621

ESS13_SE05_NA_C17_L02.indd   621 15/04/11   4:07 PM


	000616_ESS13_0328639303
	000617_ESS13_0328639303
	000618_ESS13_0328639303
	000619_ESS13_0328639303
	G5_Ch17_p620v1
	000621_ESS13_0328639303



