
eBooks:
Going Digital

In this time of migration from print to digital content, 

knowledge is power. Are you equipped to navigate 

the world of eBooks?



eBooks are as diverse as the people who use them. 

Students are increasingly realizing the benefits of  customized electronic 
textbooks and the potential of  eBook technology to provide a top-notch 
learning experience. As they do so, instructors and institutions are trying to 
determine what works best for their unique needs and goals. 

There is no one right eBook solution. 

Understanding eBooks is no simple task. It can be overwhelming to try to 
navigate the many eBook options and features available on the market, let 
alone to understand how to integrate eBooks into a course or program.
When thinking about eBooks, you will want to consider three main 
factors: Access, Versatility and Integration. The questions in this guide 
will help you to navigate the many available options.

63% 69%

63 percent of college students and 
69 percent of high school seniors 
believe that tablets will effectively 
replace textbooks within the next 
five years. 
Source: Pearson Foundation Survey on Students  
and Tablets, 2012

Understanding
eBooks 

ACCESS
How often, and where, do your students need access 
to their eBooks? 
Consider whether your students will need access to their eBooks online, 
offline, or a combination of  both. An eBook with online-only access may 
mean that a student cannot access the book without internet access. Also 
consider for how long your students will need access. Just for the duration 
of  the course, or longer? Most eBook platforms only offer semester-long 
subscriptions, so if  your students need longer access you’ll need to build a 
customized eBook solution.

What types of  devices do students on your campus 
use to access eBooks?
Some campuses provide all students with the same devices, and others 
give students the flexibility to choose. In determining format, ask yourself  
whether eBooks will need to be accessible on multiple device types, or just 
one. Consider the numbers of  students who will need access from tablets, 
PCs, Apple devices, and smartphones. Keep in mind that many textbook 
elements don’t transfer well to text-only readers because images, charts, 
and graphs can’t be included. Will your students be learning on text-only 
devices, or on multimedia devices such as the iPad? Or perhaps you don’t 
know yet, in which case you may consider a format that is accessible on all 
devices to keep your options open. 

Tablet ownership among college students more than tripled, growing 
from 7 to 25 percent between 2011 and 2012, and quadrupled among 
high school seniors in the same period.
Source: Pearson Foundation Survey on Students and Tablets, 2012
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Research for class 

School-related email

In-class note-taking 

Note-taking and highlighting while reading 

Reading course material other than textbooks

Watching videos of recorded lectures

Accessing a learning platform

VERSATILITY
How and when will your students use their eBooks?
Research tells us that students are using tablet devices for a variety of  
purposes, and that while reading course material is among the top uses, 
this technology plays a far more significant role in the day-to-day life of  
the student. Consider whether you will be using eBooks solely for student 
reading assignments outside of  class, or if  you are interested in integrating 
technology into daily classroom activities. 

What are the pros and cons of  various platforms?
Different platforms come with different trade-offs. For example, some 
charge fees while others don’t. Some allow you to combine content from 
multiple publishers while others are proprietary to a specific publisher’s 
content. Some allow for more download-ability, others are restrictive. 
Weigh the pros and cons as you consider what’s best for your students’ 
needs and budgets.

How are college students using their tablets?

Source: Pearson Foundation Survey on Students and Tablets, 2012

21

3

6

9

1
2

4
5 7

8

01
11

61%

57%

52%

48%

46%

41%

37%



INTEGRATION
Can I integrate my eBook into other classroom 
technology and into my school’s LMS? 
Features such as single sign-on capability, and integration of  
assessments and/or outcome-based feedback into an LMS 
gradebook may not be intuitive or automatic with many eBook 
platforms. Working with Pearson, you can create an eBook that 
integrates seamlessly into your LMS or platform of  choice, and that is 
compatible with popular online tools such as the MyLab / Mastering 
suite. Pearson possesses the tools and experience to assist with 
implementing these and other convenient functions, ensuring that your 
transition to eBooks will be efficient and smooth.

Nearly 48 percent of students 
feel Integrated Learning Systems 
help with their studying. Further, 
nearly half of students feel that 
Integrated Learning Systems help 
them improve their grades.
Source: Book Industry Study Group “Student 
Attitudes Toward Content in Higher Education”

To learn more, visit www.pearsonlearningsolutions.com

Pearson, the leading learning company, 

can help you determine what eBook 

features are right for you and your 

students, and how best to integrate 

eBooks into your classroom.
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