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Increased access to digital  
textbooks is empowering  
students and increasing  
academic performance.

  



» Archbishop Stepinac   
 High School Overview

A Digital Library comprising more than 40 textbooks improved 
student engagement, motivation, and achievement at Archbishop 
Stepinac High School. After developing a computer network to 
support the heavy traffic anticipated from the online library, school 
administrators ensured teachers and students learned how to use 
the many features of the e-texts. Students benefitted from having 
access to all of these resources on their various computer devices. 

» Challenge
A college preparatory institution with high standards, Archbishop 
Stepinac High School administrators strive to ensure they provide 
the best academic resources to their all-male student body. High 
School President Father Thomas Collins believed that digital and 
computer technologies were the future of education and that his 
students needed to acquire technical skills to be successful in the 
workforce. In 2008-09, school administrators and technology 
personnel began building the infrastructure to support computer 
labs, enhancing networks to accommodate high levels of student 
usage, and developing security measures. 

While laying the foundation for this technology, school 
administrators began implementing digital curricula that teachers 
would value and that would adhere to the school’s high academic 
standards. Seeing increased interest in digital textbooks by teachers 
and parents, Vice Principal Frank Portanova sought to streamline 
the process of accessing e-textbooks. He believed universal access 
to all e-textbooks would provide state-of-the-art resources to help 
every student excel. To make this venture successful, he knew it was 
vital that all administrators, teachers, students, and parents support 
this new innovative approach to learning. 
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City/State:
White Plains, New York

School type:
Private, Catholic, All Male

School enrollment (2013-2014):
680 students 

Grades:
9-12

Ethnicity:

65% Caucasian
15% Hispanic
11% African American
5% Multi-racial
4% Asian

Archbishop Stepinac   
High School Profile



» Solution
“It was important that our network was secure, manageable 
and sufficient to handle the traffic. We spent four years 
implementing a robust network, which included two firewalls, 
a stringent web content filter, wireless access points in every 
room and the infrastructure to support it,” said Patricia 
Murphy, director of technology. While building the network 
infrastructure, administrators partnered with Pearson to create 
a Digital Library of more than 40 textbooks that all students 
could access throughout their high school academic tenure.

Launched during the 2013-14 school year, all teachers and 
students accessed the digital library through different devices, 
including tablets, laptops and desktop computers. Whichever 
device—laptop or tablet—students purchase to access the 
library, they can interact with it in any classroom throughout 
the school. “Now we have all of our textbooks online. Since 
all of the students paid for the Digital Library, they just log in 
to one place and access their books, whether it is the honors/
advanced placement library or the college prep library,”  
said Portanova. 

Students were trained how to navigate the library, how  
to use the highlighting and sticky note features, and  
especially how to download chapters or lessons. “The searching 
feature is especially significant since it allows students to search 
through the entire digital library – not solely their class e-text. 
They can then use their other texts as primary or secondary 
research sources,” said Matt Hogan, History Department 
chairperson. In addition, students began to see how various 
courses are interdisciplinary in nature. For example, if they 
searched for a particular topic (i.e. quadratic equations) any title 
in the library discussing that topic will appear. So they can see 
the connections among math, science, and the humanities.

Teachers were also trained to use both the teacher and student 
versions of the e-texts. “The e-text provides math teachers 
and students detailed diagrams and drawings; students do not 
need to wait for the in-class lesson to access them. They can 
now more easily interact with mathematical concepts prior 
to class, said JoAnne Korson, Math Department chairperson. 
Portanova adds, “From a pedagogical perspective, this enriches 
the instructional time since students can come to class with 
questions. The digital library has truly paved the way for  
flipped classrooms.”
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“If  they are absent they are able to 
do the lesson at home. They can log 
into the system, see where the teacher 
is for that particular day, go into the 
digital library and watch the videos 
pertaining to the day’s topic. Then 
come to class with questions.”

 – Frank Portanova, Vice Principal 
Academics and Curriculum

Students on Academic Probation
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FIGURE 1: 

2012-2013 School year 
12% of  650 students on academic probation

2013-2014 School year 
6.1% of  680 students on academic probation
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» Results
“The great thing, which has helped us from an academic 
perspective, is that these students can go back and forth 
between texts. They have access to other textbooks that 
explain the same subject matter. So if they need an additional 
explanation on a particular topic they can go back to texts used 
previously. If they are in the 11th grade, they can view a 9th 
grade book, or for those intellectually curious, move ahead to 
the 12th grade book and get further examples and explanations, 
videos and more,” explained Portanova.  

As a result of the increased resources available to students and 
ease of accessing the content from multiple locations, students 
have become more accountable for their learning. Students 
can learn anywhere. “If they are absent they are able to do 
the lesson at home. They can log into the system, see where 
the teacher is for that particular day, go into the digital library, 
watch the videos pertaining to the day’s topic and then come to 
class prepared for the next lesson,” said Portanova. 

Because of the increase in accountability and access, the number 
of students on academic probation has decreased. Portanova 
continues, “I compared the number of failures, and the number 
of kids who had failures per marking period last year versus this 
year. Last year it was about 12% of the population and this year 
it was down to 6.1%.”  
(See Figure 1)

Students have also been able to improve their academic 
performance. “We congratulated a student who scored an  
800 on the math portion of the SAT. He said, ‘I was so lucky 
I could easily just reference my freshmen algebra book, my 
sophomore geometry book and I had it all right there at my 
fingertips. It made it much easier to study for these exams,” 
relates Father Collins.

“It’s wonderful that students have their 
books available to them wherever they 
are. No more parents running into the 
school late at night to pick up books 
from the student’s locker so their son 
can complete assignments.”

 – Cynthia Kilkelly,  
College Counselor

“The use of  highlight or bookmark 
allows students to easily mark where 
formulas/definitions are located. 
Students do not have to rewrite  
them into a notebook. This increases 
the amount of  instructional time. Also 
the sticky note feature allows students 
to put down important reminders for 
various problems.”

 – JoAnne Korson,  
Math Department Chairperson


